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. ** 6 / 30/72 

Boar Howard, 

^il und I bavB^iX; medical appointments ut 2 , It was after 11 whan I got the nail. 

I found in it Jerry 3 letter, which x in hud told mo to expect and I hud a hunch, knowing 
hia tlia t he would mate more or loss aa he lias. I_roud anti replied to it immediately. 

I have akLmmed your lottery of the 27 th and 29 th. Idl hua rood all tlireo. hut it is now 
aliitost 12 j 30 ana we liavc to leave in. leas tliau a half liour, and in tlmt ^ v;o luivo to 
eat and dross. I write thi 3 generality o^ly in the event I got to see hud in iW, aa wo 
arc tentatively scheduled to do, anti don t havo title in the u.n. to add to it before I 
flail it. Were I to nail it now it wouldn't roach you tonoiTOW anyway, and I’m sorry 
1 can t afford to piionc. 

Some of your criticisms are legltimte. So me are out of contort. Some of your 
arguments are valid. I iiavo no rtally aerloue complaint aliout your 27 . I am concmnoA 
about what has hap_»mnd to Sylvia. I think you now realise I have boon hinting at tliia 
for some time. She has and haa had deep emotional problems and aha ia now confronted with 
what 1 tliink her mind will not lot her face, what is a- typical for hor, her lono-tmo 
disJiooeaty and hoi- rational! zatLona. I don t know hou you or I can holp hor. If I could 
I would. Kvon now. 

About yourslofi First^ none of tills ia your fault, so don t foci overburdened or 
in any aenoe responsible, on t work yourself into any idnd oi~atate. x t ia outside your 
control and always was. 'ilia only wuootion you over faced una whoter or not you'd be 
part of it and neither way would you have hud any significant effect on whatever would 
or would not result. The only concern X had was your subsequent self-regard, fhat ia now 
ijdadouic. hven iX w Qcht decides not to go in, Karalml 1 will have another, 00 don't worry. 
You could exert no major influence. 

However, there ia a chance you can worry about this and perlinps about us more than you 
a no uld. lou are exceptionally mature for your years, but you have no more life experience 
thou your actual# years, 'fliorofore, I atri-igly enoourago you to counsel with your* father, 
as you seem to have in at least one instance, for lie has the experience with people if 
he knows little about the subject. 

i-Iost of all, don't fret and don't lot this got to you. 

Split uilk if for cats. lou don't racouw. 

iteally sincerely. 

Later, u'e are back before supper because Bud got tied up. I’ll bo interrupted if not 
®nrlior uimn lor siippcx*, so f begin with a few generalities tli&t oc-urred to r-ie wliilo 
driving. I liopo tha t whether or not you consider them relevant, you will co-iaider tlieu. 

first, 1 want you to make a tv-mporary detachment from the immodiato problem. It con and 
will guow Oil you, it will become a problem when it need not, and you will' loot; rxorapeotivo. 
here, you'll gat hungup, and you should not, r.oi in any way or any logititiaato” reaoon. 

Ai> a sorter road the f’oolc oi Kcclo ai ,a. '> tes. V/hat r^osjt people n>wor oo^io to imderouond 
about mo ia tliat I am more than the product of some many generations over tiio o.;©s, I am 
largely true to tlias f cultural oaekground. I have a very strong sense of what ia right, and 
wrong. While 1 iiaven t road the Old 'ik a tenant in years, liio JFK, tills is my favorite book. 

I want you to road tin... fur the i-kiioeophy, not the religion. Aft-rward, ii' you do not dope 
out some of tea figures of speech (Keeprs of the houso), I’ll do it for you. And paying 
attention to sonstliiug else as tliie juncture should give you a rn:.-pito I think your Ti 
needs. But 1 believe thinking about tlia philosophy at this time can bo constructive. If 
you are not aziiliar with that 00k, you have a joy ahead, a real delight in its beauty, 
ihan, for a chunge of puoo and' another perspective, go to tno bool; of Joshua amt, at tho 
very least, rouu chapter* 2 . Kiero you will find that when Dati’l fit tire Battle of Jericho 
tea walls aid not tumble down all by themselves. Hor did they because of tho circumferential 
narekLi,; and trumpet gram's lioiti) blowing. A whore helped much. She is good guys. Under- 
stand this in its full import. 
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Tou mention my writing. And I on very much involved in this. So, perhaps it would be 
a good lead if you wore to reread the Kpdlogue to WXX. If you father hasn't and he has time 
maybe he d enjoy it. It will toll you something about uo and my buliofs, about i,ry pitllo- * 

oophy. And you may find that tliero is, as Koolestiastes, lit ole now undor the sun. In this 
area, of course. If you want to carry tills further, u abort thing that can linn ;aich of 
thin and toll you more about mo would be to now inroad the foreword to PW. iimong other 
things you will loam more about no and Garrison, for suddenly it will bocam clear to 
you what I put up with and why, I think; and -./hare ho got the first part of Heritage. 

Artor tills or as nuch as you iiay do, in this, ordoi*, if you still fool too heavily 
burden, forget about everything for a while. Go out someplace where your mind won t be 
free to dwell on it, try and find something worth spending the time on in the tube, or 
read southing you've boon intending to for a while and just haven't. 

It is important that you not bo overwhelmed by the situation, your conscience. mo. 
anyon.- sloe, or any kind of worry. What I wrote oarlior of your role and your capability 
is true. Xou cannot exert any major influence on theao events, you have done nothing- 
wrong oc Inch I lenow, if you did, you did not intend wrong, so there is on this score 
no need for qualms, and you have done nothing to lrnrt anyone or the situation. 

One of the realities of life, nevor pleasant oven when realized, L. that there ore 
some futilities with which one just oannot deal. It is essential to one's stability to 
be abl- to both r-ico graze and accept this. We car mot anticipate what con or will hao-ion 
we can only estimate. %ia I nvor said that what I feared was a certainty. At the wl£. 
ning, I actually wondered if tho feds would ±ii bo sophisticated enough to soc it." liy 
simplified thinking as of that time was tliat there being no chance for any really couotaLctive 
good to como frora this, it wno stupidity to tun th risk. That simple . You are in Just tide 
situation. There is a futility. There really is nothing you con do except worry yourself 
into a state for nothing, absolutely nothing. And on the other hand, if and .hou tiioro is 
a najor* development, if you don't preserve your balance and perspective, you may be in- 
capLcated at a time when it might be bettor if you wore 100,-. 

So, tell yourself whet is fcruei this is the vary it is, you have done what to this 
point you cun, tils is the way that for the tine being it has to Ire, i*a until some thing 
does or does not happen, you 11 concern yourself with wiiut can make cons true tivo use* of 
your time, I surest fun. I am not saying don t bo aware, for I mean the opposite. I am 
not saying don t make a record, for it is important tliat you do. I an saying that you a) 

now by: got izi£ tom up or id bj ought not at tliiu juncture be taking any initiatives 
or assuming an£ reop msibili ties not really yours. If you doubt th.- wiaodn, tall; it over 
id. tli your dad. Those £vrs g moralities and they do not require of him specific knowledge 
ho doos not hnvo or you cannot easily £p.vo hin* 

Ul ha; put supper in tho oven and gone into tho pool for a dip. I will Join in r, for 
iei aliL ‘ ^ (>r ^- lti l-ltule r- .taxation it will give rac. First A nust confess two misjudgements, 
one of reaction, the other of timing. Of course, I dida t oxpoct Garv ana Jerry to do as 
they have, least of all without talking to me ami most of all with what they lapou of tho 
Lou dual# I didu t bectn to think you would bo i^ungod up on as you iiavu boon# Perhaps, 

Jcnowing the others as I think I do and uiidurstandingLog their lusts and as I 

tliink i liavo oono to, I o-iould have seen that tills was inevitable, hot for your . no-lodge 
but or your involvement, your complicity, your sharing of guilt if something went wrong, 
in their minds. I umleroa timatetl the extent to which tlioy, I am reasonably cortain in nil 
but orm- case witliout awareness, became the creatures of thoir desires, of wliich I an also 
certain, there was sunconscioua awareness when, it was not conscious. I owe you an 
apolo.y, for with my oxoorience, I should liavo anticipated this and ben mom of a buffer 
instead of really contributing to it by so-kiii,; to proparo you to face yourself. I did 
expect a crisis in Sylvia, but I did not expect it at this p-int. I expictod it if the 

* consider likely cornea to pass. If when I resume I do not go into her not opening 
thi letter, think of it yourself or remind me. Ho, i’ll open it now. Why should olio go to 
pieces on seeing tin envelope from me? How did she know, for exataple, that I wasn't owning 
her a copy of cone goodio? 3he liad done all she could to see tliat I had no awarenoas of 
what woo going on, an had all the others, u ary, Jerry and Cyril for aurc. Jerry was even, 
hero after this dastardly tiling (note I did not remind him of tliia in tlio L.-tter enclosed). 

I am ;3uggeating, sugiicstiu.; stixngLy, that her conixsiaico, which had boon jawing away, 
got to liar. Sylvia is not a dishonest person. Sho is onptioaal and can't control her auotiono. 
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Thoy control her uind with respect to mo (from before Garrison) and Garrison, I am 
certain, and with respect to th~* tragedy of delay In printing her book I am pretty certain. 

liiji ray, in fact, bo a kind of cluo. You will find, for example, in lay correspondence 
file an incrodiblelettor froia hor saying anytliing worhtwhilu can today be planted without 
problems and tliat cho liad no problem getting lior book printed. Both are, wore and to her 
Joaowledgo were lies. 

2he oliort dip intae xiool felt Good, In u fow ilnutes I'm k iking tli^ advic^ I gave 
you and I’m looking at tlio "news 1 ** Two things occurred to iau wliilo in tile pool, and both 
may figure in this, esp. if SH ivau the letter as I think you report she e^iys she didn't. 

Have you any idea what, collectively, wo could have produced if there could have Ixjon 
unselfishness , if inn toad of having to squander so much time on so many aelf-acxikers and 
fame seekers and frivolities, whicli is what, in retrospect, J erry amounts to, I could 
have devoted myself only to research raid writing, with tlie Lind of help many others could 
liave provided, at no pain to thorn? 

knowing Sylvia's towering intellect, and you know thiw statement is not a rhetorical 
device-*, can she liave boon more anti-intellectual than in not exploring the poof.iblli ties 
of countox'-productivity in tide mess? It can t be because of her pretence that she can t 
engage in a dilaogu. with me. If oho could try it with Belin, is there anytliing impossible? 

Or, if all tlie cldcljens come homo to roost ut one time*, how much can a single roost hold? 

Later. I’ve got 10-15 minute. , 30 let mo begin with your 6/27. In a&ditijn to what lYve 
said there aro some areas where there may be dispute wliore both could bo light# th.ro 
being orea 3 of iogitiri&tc disagreement where opinion is the issue. Before locking at it, 
and I won’t ad.jceso all ihf it, and I don't think you intended for aw to, lot mo come 
to tho question of writing. Iter a many far ors are involved, includes questions of taste. 

You* for example, like you iudr long. I doubt you know anyone with any hair who wears his 
shorter tlian I. If you tliink I am unaware of legitimate criticism of my vnitin^, when you 
are hoi >2 a^ain go through my correspondence with tho editor of Steppenuolf , a poo try 
quartex'ly, sec my a^lfwcriticisni and evaluate his r spouse, the su mag y -jmdqiifk 
purapiirase of vdiich is he’d, never 3Qcn os complete and honest a self-criticism. You liave to 
consider mcro tilings than you do, tlian you seou to bo aware of. Sure thero arc legi tiiaate 
criticisms of my writing. r Iha r^st can a.. ait a losiurely, philosophical uiacussion. And by 
the way, when you look into this, you might : Iso road iny correspondence with a Tulane lit 
prof (also a fink) named John Jo erg (right) and his subsequent review of ny ,/ork. 

At tliis point there is no hing to be gained by di. ; oll sin the o ve i^siuplif ioati on 
represented as Jylvia'o attitude on Garrison. She is sufficiently sophisticated to undorw 
stand a conspiracy indictment as . 011 probably are not, and for fill bio many shortcomings, 
Garrison n^vsr cliargod that cither Shavr or Oswald killed tho President. cl»argod* rightly 
or wrongly, that tliero was such a plot uni tliat a single* overt step yan taken in further- 
ance of th.v plot, that having to do with the rifle. Tho ruin of Shawss life* i f it is a 
fact, had nothing to do with ills boing a fag* something about which Garrison could not 
have be^n iuorv? scrupulous. When lie could have made a big deal out of what was taken in 
a search under a warrant, ho .mdo no coa.ent, and if at a later date aona reporter had not * 
xsdpa&Lt reaiisod tliat wliat is seised has to be, reported an. that it is a public record, there 
would have boon no reporting of it. If you want uo know tin: kind of prejudicial information 
of tills nature could liave bo«i rfcbeasfid, aalc no sometimes in peruon. Hii Imjo no way of knowing 
whetlxor or not Hhaw was innocent of anytliing at oil and if she really laio;. tho WE material, 
had continued in any meaningful way hor alxegud dei'ii’e to exonerate Osi/uld, \;hicli Jiaa 
recently be mi riproseuted as hor reperosontation of lior interest, shs'd loio\. that at tlie 
very least ohaw lied under oath and I liav^; little doubt that it is perjury from ay own 
subsequent investigations of which Garrison has noi ther knov ledgo nor coxiies. was 

liar emotion, not lur iduct, and slui refused to luar anything, as I’a sure I’vo already 
rocounfco.d. St aigely enough, for onu of liex* pi\> testations, I liave yot to Iiuar a lejitinato 
one to tk. effect that Garrison noVer conducted an Oswc-JLd investigation i:i h.O* or onywl^ore 
and you laic., this \/a 3 not my talking interest at a later date when it could serve a purpoed 
but ay actual one almost to th-. oxclu: ion of everything else. With this consuming dedication 
of hers and knowing licw loach . ork I ua. do -tig in li.O., SI1 nc.vur aslied v:hat I learned of 
LHC and possible aoaociatfes un< rufusoil to listi.n to anything about his onl w / ac urer, the 
roan to wlioia ulv; gave money. Weie you in position, would, you, on tibia simplistic basis 
alone, havu questions about hor sincerity, then or in the current representation? 
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r-om arc uany legitimate complaints that am bo made against dar Ison. SM'a wore 
ba-ed on emotion, not fact, ‘‘either she nor the Frankenstein she lxlped create over really 
stated the obb< tliat on bo made. And do I havo to toll you who. on the personal level, 

1ms legitimate cwplatot? Vihat we liave hero is another saoo ol’ tho emotions domiiwting the 
iaii:d. Avoiding tfato to never sto.plu, but if wo have to take tin two extremes hero, her a and 
nine, I am confident what rational up raisal by any who might bo dispassionate would eiiow. 

"o point to belaboring current Wocht situation or "exclusivity" , uhicli in not a correct 

If i smmA to be "exasperated" at your not arguing with her on ovary point, i don t 
think I wa.< and if I wan I would liave boon wrongs Cut on "op iortunity to lot tlia truth out” 
you should have made cog ent I don’t r call your indicating you did. If at another point 
you discussed this in another way that va-i, I think, inadequate for a reul eialoguo, any 
effort to make her think. Perhaps thin was imposriblG. 1 kno the eloquence oi which alio 
is cuuabla without oven trying anti the torrent in which tho words can cox:. 

On page 3, tiiis i 3 a contradictory representation of Wyrii 3 feelings about th. WilA 
timn v/n earlier represented, but 1 ‘iay bo confusing this and sin's earlier atoitudo on 
this. I know ho likes Bud pa sonally and although 'ne eeoms to have daniod it und it is 
possible that the operation was todepondont, 1 also know that coinciding with uyidl a 
lotting everyone but no know that be would apply, ~ob starts an incompetent rushod study 
of the medical evidence that I don t think he yet begins to understand.^ was explicit! 
to help Oyril. He told ne tide, personally, nd I refused to help him. his roughly 
coincides with ny discussion with A *esar in which I asked hin to answer uoaUons instead 

of making statements to liim. , . , 

ileclc fragments* does he need to know more tlian Lattiaer said? Or lie knows from tliat 

of my work he ha3 read? You have seen his written tlianks. 

Idl dozed off so I can continue. I'll lie as brief ao I can with your G/29 and I 11 
tonore moat it it for you reed no amplification on most. 

Jer v may not ' >aVo culled you >. ntil tin a.n. of tho 29th, but he spoke to Loanr a uay 
earlier and I kno-.; this thing war, off, an I think I told you, tho afternoon before JP called 
you. I find myself vrondor why if you are the alleged, key, tho quintossnetial one. 

1 realise tills la a quote of a quote so there ioay be infidelity, so x use your words 
and you can wake any allowances you consider nocco. ary» Sylvia, "•♦•we have nil worked ao 
long for tide and now it is ruined. 11 Let's take this narat. Vihat is it that "we have 
"worked" for so long? Wocht to sew tho filar? ^toning a bun ray on the Kennedy*? Exculpating 
itoover, the FBI and assorted other crooked ones like Soecter? I don t have to tell you now 
lit l ie prospect there was of Wecht's looming anything new or how little prospect there 
was of IrLs detecting falces (i an not assuming fakos) if they were made. Vharc is no olunoe 
of a man with his oll-oonsuning ignorance as you Inter reflect being able to detect '-veil 
a second rate job by a pro. If it is truth, I can sapre you a fe, m»g nations about hovi 3H, 

W and others could liave soared themselves 30 much luird work did on t:ao. the 

medical avidenc , it totals absolute zero. If it to establishment of truth, from tho time 
Bhe finished her book, with SM it is absolute zoro. “oughly, from the tune she finished her 
book tho only ones to do any kind of real work are Dick, Hoch, youax and I. Did you or 
Dick appoint lier spokesman. I kno,. Hoch didn't* Sho sayn he ia a goycy-nuivn ^ 
boico Li bot.n lisard before on this. So what ia be tor talked about through the tears? Is 
the tthis" sooctliing imconscioufi about me? If I do not allege it or thing it is probaole, 
with the record I can't reject it entirely, cither. I see at boot irrationality anu :«lf- 

expouuro to these words if they are at all loithful. ... „ .. + , + 

There is an clement of myserty for mo here os it relates to you for it ooems t.nt 
you should have been consulted beginning ‘Monday, not Tliursday n.m. 

A:ul over and above; everything els^, how was .gaygdag ruined by iiOliian^ou i\=port as 
having boon told you? If Weoht secs this film and he nuvor hoerd of any oi us, no., is 
anythin. ' "ruineil"? If he laiows onlt the; conolurdonc oi tlio Uorudoion lx knows all ho 
L d know, tod if lie toows his bu toess he doesn't awn have to kno that. *e go,-s to, sees 

the stuff, coties out and. says tliis in what it shows. What else is needed? What is tins 

absolute ruin jazz excffWnunciation of all tlioso involved in this ploy ana how much 
closor con anyone to justifying what I've said from long before I know LW was Cotog 

to ask and from the moment I learned he ha«l decided to, to everyone with whom I am in xuch? 
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3o poor, abused, picked on, diocrininatod-acainst Cyril is "'pigged off* at every- 
body," bear Howard, you have a tender soul. Please alied a tear with roe. Ha ia piarrsd off 
at everybody because he doubts hie own oonpotenco, eyt lie rusli in whore even a fool would 
knew not to treed, if the fool be an honest fool, airv-jt piaoad of.‘ at mo because all 

he has done is pick ray brains in return for nothing and ho hasn't asked me any quea ions 
or responded to any challenge or, indeed, been willing to blow the whn,e tiring a cart or 
even ask how. do it ain't "everybody" now, is it? and t ls 30 long after he has the death 
certificate? I think we have been niggardly, and you knot I don-t include raysolf in the 
"we". We assumed that for his eminence a silvor platter, sterling, that is, would suit. 
Wrong, Only clod, and then if platinum isn't available, I guess "wo" all lack proper respect 
for tha eminence who wouldn't even read a book to help himself. He says ho lias" to now, does 
he not? “ <r M 

And where do you yet off scyiiit- such a man such "humiliate" himsolf by calling vou? 
Especially when lie can cal. you froe, your Penna taxpayers thoughtfully paying hin ohone 
bill. 

9 n lifton there is one tiling I know I told Jerry, but I think you should consider 
re mindin g him about, Lifton is really insane and with it unscrupulous . Jer.y lias to lie 
insane to consider Lifton over, say, dory even if he di'ln t know of Lofton J liness, which 
he did. I know I told and warned him, and I'm nure Sylvia Sid. She has a reil hate on km 
oow tliat it is too late. And I know I must have told him more than once about the 
Liebeler connection. 

On the second page I see you havo begun to understand what i wi 3 h you had earl^e-. It 
would have made no difference to anyone but you and tliat is wliy I wish it. Wd have boon 
o&vod needless pain. 

I see tliat Jerry, too, is now "ruined", and "forever". Per what work? Crookodnesa 
he knew was crookedness but kidded himself into believing was required by what lie chills 
(, Cood conscience"? On a xxxsfca personal level there is but one for whom this can hold any 
hurt, There is no mi wition of that on - 1 by any of these so concerned with ruin. 

Ills 1 t ter to me is onu ;dth viiich I f d prefer tliat you b: exceedingly careful if you 
feel you oust discuss it with him. In your interest I recommend against it. Get off tills 
lovol or you 11 run yourself up the wall and soon your family, *n my interest I ask you 
to make no comment on any single thing who says in it. You ore sharp enough to se • the 
neod for tills on your own. If he wants to expand on it if you find it inadequate, maybe 
tliat is oi^iy. Let him tlak; don*t you. My lot ter. addresses enoughof these perint. P^rbape 
you could stick to tliat? % concern here is dual toy own interest and mobility in the 
event wo have to do anytiiing at any tino. I 3 ©o Nothing constructive to come from dialogue. 

If you ore going to concern yourself with anything further on this, I suggest that it 
be first ^th^- end of this memo, the rest you didn t got down. 

On hyril there is one tiling you any with whSch I entirely agree* you sliould not call 
him. You sliould not have boon ^ut in this position, should have taken the initiative 
in seeking iiclp and had in iidnd the help ho needs, not havo to be told what ho liac to know. 

You conclude saying tilings are beginning to sink in. I anticipate more will, ^on t be 
of fiaint heart. All it will really be will be disillusionment. That i 3 n.vor oas? 9 d u ? it 
is tolerable if your mind is open and free, and as you will loam with tho years" it is 
°no of tho most beneficial experiences for later life, one of the things most conducive to 
maturioy. 1 hope you can loam more from it than ny record shows I have. 

fliio is all paint ul to you now. But it is one of the most valuable experiences; of 
your life, ono of the raoat important parts of you informal education, th, nost important 
kind. The regt cones from books. Easy. 

Relax, ou can and I mean it. I4 ono of tills mokes any difference now excox>t in possible 
hurt to me. It can go the other way and holp. You have no guAlt to feel or look for. As you 

mus ‘ ; Dm rcaliae » x be i1 au c ootionn about Sli'n motional problems for some time 

on your laat trip past sug eationa, and in letters pretty explicitly, ^one of uo cauaod it. 
1<one of ^ coulii have avoided it without her willingness. If you recall my lotters to her.I 
Burtily made enough gestures. I know that repeatedly I warned her. , couldn't and nhe would 
not listen, it is still another needless tragedy. I hope she snaps out of it. There is only 
ono way, and it will bn very liardi facing up to everythin.;. i-'ow of us over can. I kno 1 ' I try 
but i do not kno ; tiiat I alwayo succeed. Hate and joalounly, llirtlier, are aolf-consunin -- 
amotions, x lost tliciu years at», Jon cliins up. Tho sun will shine tomorrow. Last, 



